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in it soon aOcr birth. From the oxamlnation of histoiogical |)rcj)ara- 
tions it siiouid, thereforo, bo possible to slate if tlio tissiio wore obtained 
from a young, growing, or fully grown individual. Tlio studies upon 
rabbits conlirnis this oxncetalion to tho extent of finding the spinal cord 
of llie embryo crowded with cells, while in tho adult they are much 
fewer. Tho nerve cells are constantly being consumed aud ns constantly 
restored through tho fusion of leucocytes. Since tho nppcnrnnco of 
Apitthy and Bctlio's publications there is no longer any doubt that tho 
nerve cells are traversed by fibres which come from and hasten to the 
periphery.” 

This conception of tho origin of tho nervo colls will not have many 
supporters among histologists; but notwithstanding this fact the results 
of the author's work need not bo lost. The methods emnloyed may 
have advantages, and if tho illustrations, which nro excellent, can ho 
taken ns suffleient guides, they are to bo recommended fur preserving 
unimpaired tho structure of protoplasm and nuclei and tho relation 
between colls and intercellular siilntanco. Moreover, tho second prt 
of the volume, which dcais with tho general ns well as the special his¬ 
tology of cells, will bo found highly interesting as well ns criticnily 
jrresented. 8. F. 


SAUNPEns’ Ha.ni) Atlas Series. Atlas and Kpiiomk oe Adpominal 
I tEBNlA. By I’rivatdoccnt Dr. Okoboe SuLTAN, of OOttIngen. Kditcd, 
with additions, by Williau It. Colby, M.D,, Clinical lycclurcron Sur¬ 
gery, Columbia University (College of Physicians and Surgeons). With 
119 illustrations, 3d of llicm In colors, and 277 pages of text. Philadelphia 
and London i W. D. Saunders & Co., 1902. 

This volume is a useful addition to Saunders' Hand Atlam, fullllling 
in tho most satisfactory manner the purpose of its author, that of sup¬ 
plying the general practitioner and the occasional operator with a rclia- 
blo and concise book of reference. Tho publishers have been fortunate 
in the choice of their American editor, whoso views when dilfering from 
the author's are definitciy stated, thus giving to tho book a distinct addi¬ 
tional value. Tho translation is particularly readable and compre¬ 
hensive. 

Tho first portion of tho book deals with hernia in general, including 
its definition, diagnosis, accidents, and treatment. The second jwrtion 
has to do with special hernia!, and here are found excellent illuslrnlions 
serving as rcliahio guides to tho most approved ojKrations of tho day, 
Tho editor has anticipated the reviewer in criticising tho statement 
that 70 per cent, of alcohol, when properly employed ns an injection for 
the cure of inguinal hernia in tho young, is free from danger. Fxperi- 
cnco has demonstrated to many operators that although this method 
may, when properly used, bo free from immediate danger, yet tho tissues 
thus treated lend themselves badly to a later operation for radical ctiro, 
which in all likelihood will bo found necessary. In justice, however, it 
should be said that tho method is not recommended. The author's demon¬ 
stration of etrangulatcd hernia, and tho illustrations of this condition 
are very comprehensive, llo who undertakes to treat a etrangulatcd 
hernia will do well to read closely whalis said regarding taxis. If Sul- 
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tan’s advice upon this subject were generally fellowed there would bo 
fewer cases of bowel resection, of perforation, and of reduction of gan- 
grciious bowel. 


Eci'.EMA. AND Its Gonqenkrs: Tholr Patholog/ find lincUrhhgy, witli 
Some Improvcnicnla h Their Treatment. B/ Edward Bimke^ M.P., 
Member of the Boyfll College of Burgeoni, elc. Ix)ndon: Heniy J. 
0/afs/ier, 1902. Pbl/adeipfifa: P. Blakhton'e Son A Co. 

Tiif: ii(fo of thU ilUlo hook would oalurally lead one to expect a 
treatise upon eczema and kindred afifecllons, biil^an oxamlnalion of its 
contenU sbowa It to be raado up of rather disjointed Tcnifttks upon ft 
great variety of aubjccla not always very neatly related. Ecrenia, urti¬ 
caria iictiws, gout, chorea, the teeth, and wornis are some of the si/ti- 
icets discussed. Some of the author’s statements would bo very inter- 
csting if true; as, for example. It is elated In the prefiice lliRt dental 
bacteria are among the commonest causes of ccioma. 

lluckloy’s investigations concerning the urine in eczema aro referred 
to as supporliiig the view that this malady is a constitutional one. As 
wo interpret this invesligalor’s results, they prove, if they prove any¬ 
thing, that there is absolutely no constant relation irclwcen tlio comiw- 
sition of llio rcoal excretion and this disease. 

Miniito doses of croton oil or dulcamara are said to bo very valuable 
in llio treatment of impetigo contagiosa. Even if these remedies were 
as useful ns claimed, which wo doubt very mneb, it seems a rather rounil- 
nboiit way to treat a sIrioUy local affection which is usually curable in 
a few days by local trcnlmcnt. 

’Iho author introrlucca a now remedy for the treatment of cczcran, 
viz,: formnliii, which ho has used with benefit in one case a rather 

limited experience. , , , 

'fho hook is not a very illuminating contribution to our knowledge 
of eczema i it is difficult to consider it as a serious attempt to di^uss 
an important subject, "• ”■ 


TiiKRArEOTics, Preventive Medicine, Ceimatoi-oov, and fOBENsio 
Meoicine. Uy Georoe F. Butler, M.D., Henrv B. Favii.l, M.D., 
Norman IlRinoR, M.D., and Harold N. .Moyer, M.D. Praciicst 
Medicine Series of the Year Book. Vol. VII. Edited by OusTAVUS P. 
Head, M.D. Chicago: The Year Book Publistiers. 


We cannot recommend too highly this collection of short abstracls 
from tho most recent literature upon the above-named subjects. Iho 
Bcclion devoted to MnUria Medics and Thcrni»utira. oocupying more 
than half of tho total number of pages conipnsinf; tho volume, is iiios 
interesting and initfuclive. In this collection tho investigator i>i»y 
an ahundanco of suggestions for further original work, and Ih® busy 
praclilionor valuable hinU as to Ircslmcnt. The chapter «P0“ 
lology we would consider of great general value, giving, as it docs, the tem¬ 
perature range, general climate, altitude, elo., of the regions most oBen 




